My War Memories, 1914-1918
Army, like the troops it confronted, had been reinforced on the north in the direction of Vilkomir. The fighting was particularly heavy on the northern bank of the Vilia.
We passed once more through a period of great anxiety. I would gladly have expedited the opening of the operations, but the capacity of the Wirballen-Kovno railway was limited, owing to its unfinished condition. Everything took an endless time, and in addition to this the roads were bad and the troops were no longer fresh.
At last, on September gth, the advance began. The Niemen Army made good progress towards Dvinsk-Jakobstadt. Near Uziany their right wing advanced along the Kovno-Dvinsk road and very soon drove the enemy back beyond Novo Alexan-drovsk. The enemy made a stand at both bridgeheads and the fighting here was long and severe.
The left wing of the loth Army, south of Vilkomir, made good progress on the first two days towards the Vilia above Vilna. Further on, however, they were only able to force the Russians back across this river by degrees.
Between the inner wings of the two armies, from Dvinsk to the Vilia, the cavalry divisions had more room to manoeuvre. In the first place they had to fight their way through the lake country between Vilkomir and Sventsiany, which was taken on the I3th. From here the divisions were diverted towards Smorgon, Molodetchno and the Molodetchno-Polotzk railway, half-way between the two places. It was now possible to bring up the cavalry divisions of the 8th Army. The Vilna-Molo-detchno-Polotzk railway near Smorgon and Vileika and east of Glubokoie had been reached by the I4th, and the Russian right wing on the Vilia, north-east of Vilna, seriously threatened. The Orsha-Minsk railway was also cut in the neighbourhood of Borissoff. Here, as had so often occurred in the East, the cavalry found a new field for their activities. The German cavalry have everywhere given proof of their brilliant dash and courage.
The loth Army made many efforts to transfer troops from their front to'the^leftVing. For this purpose they made a detour ap: the Vilia to Smorgon, and:'south of Lake Vishniev to Vileika.
c68